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Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


[ Abftraéted from the authentic Account pablithed. by Sir George 
Staunton, Bart. the Secretary to the Embafly, and Minifter 
Plenipotentiary in the Abfence of the Embaflador. ] 


HIS embafly was undertaken for the improvement. and 
extenfion of commerce. In the fifteenth century the 
Portuguefe explored the Chinefe coaft, and proved fo fervice= 
able to the Emperor, that he granted them a variety of im, 
munities. They were the firft nation who vilited the country, 
for the purpofes of trade. ‘The Chijnefe theirfelves repéfed in 
them the greateft confidence, and, in fome inftances, have 
granted them a decided preference over every other nation. 
The Dutch, fome time after, followed the track of the 
Portuguefe ; and they, too, having helped to fubdue a powerful 
rebel whos with his fleets, was committing great depredations 
on the eaftern coaft of China, received great attentions from 
the government ; the Emperor invited them to Pekin, and 
loaded them with tokens of efieem. His fucceflor, Cam-hi 
the Great, who reigned long and profperoufly, admitted 
into his familiarity all foreigners who were adepts in fuch 
of the arts and {ciences, as were better known and cule 
tivated in Europe than in the eaftern climes. Many of thefe 
were religious miffionaries, from Spain as well as Pore, 
tugal, all of the Roman Catholic pertuafion, fent thither to 
propagate their modes of faith ; men who, from their depth of 
Vot, XXX, 2k learning, 
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learning, ftri&nefs of morality, and fimplicity of manners, 
conciliated general efteem, made many profelytes, and by thefe 
means furthered the objects of fuch of their countrymen as 
had embarked only on the principles of commerce. 

At the clofe of the fixteenth century, John Mildenhall was 

fent out, by order of Queen Elizabeth, to the Court of the Great 
Mogul, to obtain certain commercial advantages for the 
Englith, ‘He.was there ftrongly oppofed by the Spanifh and 
Portuguefe Jefuits, who, from craft and prefents, contrived to 
fruftrate its completion for fome years, 
__ It appears that the exclufive privilege of reforting thither 
was claimed, and enjoyed, by the Portuguefe till the year 1634, 
when a free trade to-China, as well as to other parts of the 
Eaft Indies, was agreed to between the Viceroy of Goa anda 
company of Englifh merchants, purfuant to alicence granted 
for that purpofe by King Charles 1. though in oppofition to an 
exifting charter of Queen Elizabeth, which delegated that 
immunity to others. ‘This company of merchants, by virtue 
of the premifes, fitted out a flcet of fhips, and gave the coms 
mand to Captain Weddell, who being furnifhed with correfs 
pondent letters to the Governor of Macao, could forefee no 
obftacle to prevent the meditated intercourfe with the Chinefe 
at Canton. It feems, however, that the Procurator of Mace 
cow, or as it would appear, the Portugucfe Conful, on the 
flect’s arrival off that place, went on board the Commodore’s 
fhip,. and faid, that'as to matters of refrefhment, he would 
provide them; but that there was an obftacle to their trading, 
which was, the non-confent of the Chinefe, who, he pre- 
tended, held his (the Portuguefe) people in milerable fub- 
jection. F 

The Englifh, mortified, doubilefs, at the difappointment, 
were determined to difcover, if poffible, the river leading to 
Canton. A barge and pinnace, with above fifty men, were 
accordingly fent out to explore, and in the courfe of two days 
they came in fight of the mouth of the river, the entrance of 
which was prohibited even to the’ Portuguefe ; and who, in 
confequence, carried on their traffic in {mall craft, through 
circuitous narrow {traits amid various iflands. The Chinefe, 
alarmed at their appearance, came down the rive’, being then 
if fight of a fore, or caftle, with twenty fail of junks, (boats) 
all mounted with ordnance, and treble. manned, commanded 
by an Admiral, who defited them to come to an anchor. 
Having complied, the Chinefe began to expoftulate on the 
temerity of coming thither to infpect ther manufactares, 
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and explore the interior parts of fo great a Prince’s dominions, 
and afxed who were their pilots. Being told that they came 
from England to exercife a free trade for the mutual advantage 
of both Princes, paying the accuftomed duties, like others,— 
that they were without pilots, and were able, of themfelves, to 
difcover, by art, paflages infinitely more intricate and dane 
gerous, they began to relax their aufterity, and promifed to in- 
troduce three of them to the Viceroy at Canton, provided they 
would proceed no farther in their pinnace. This was agreed 
to, andthe next day, being within five leagues of Canton, 
(the alarm having reached that city) a deputation waited 
on them, and defired them, in a friendly manner, to return to 
their fhips ; with ao aflurance, that if they would apply to 
certain perfons at Maccow, they fhould havea licence granted 
them for the exercife of a free trade. This was nothing but 
an artifice ; for their requeft being complied with, fix veflels 
belonging to the Portuguefe, laden with merchandize, failed in 
the interim for Japan; and it appeared they were under ape 
prehenfions left Commodore Weddell fhould have feized 
them. Being now out of danger, they derided Englith cree 
dulity ; and confiding in their own ftrength, on the {core of 
defence, fent the Englifh a peremptory denial. 

Enraged at this piece of oriental duplicity, a council of war 
was holden, at which it was unanimoufly refolved, to proceed 
up the river as far as Canton. Having reached the caftle 
beforementioned, by means of fome interpreters they fell in 
with, they were introduced to fome Mandarines; who 
promifed, on condition of their remaining on the fpot for fix 
days, to intercede with the principal men, refident at Canton, 
for the accomplifhment of their wifhes. This was another 
fubterfuge in order to gain time; for in the courfe of four 
days, the faid fort, before difmantled, was now furnifhed with 
forty-fix pieces of heavy ordnance; and they actually dif- 
charged feveral fhot at one of the barges, as it was pafling by 
in fearch of a convenient watering place. This daftardly 
conduct, fuperinduced by the falfe reprefentations of the 
Portuguefe, fo incenfed the whole Englith fleet, that they im- 
mediately hoifted the bloody flag, got under way, anchored 
within gunfhot, abreaft of the fort, and, by a brifk and well- 
conduéted fire, filenced, in a few hours, this formidable battery. 
They then landed a hundred men, got full poffeflion of the 
fortrefs, difmounted the ordnance, hoifted the Britifh flag on 
the walls, fet fire to the council-houfe, and demolifhed what- 
ver they could. Having feized two or three {mall veflels, a 
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letter was fent to Canton by one of the boats complaining of 
their breach of faith, They alfo juftified their proceedings ; 
and throwing all the odium on the perfidy and intrigues of the 
Portuguefe, they effected a reconciliation, and obtained the 
objet in view,—a licence for a free trade. 

The unfortunate circumftances, however, under which the 
Englith firft got footing in China, muft have operated to their 
difadvantage, and rendered their fituation, for fome time, 
peculiarly unpleafant. ‘Till then, the name of their country 
was unknown ; and the contemptuous epithet of carrotty-pate 
was attached to them Jong after their commercial intercourfe. 
Thefe, and other inaufpicious impreffions given of them by 
other European nations, added to the national and religious 
prejudices imbibed againft them, and thofe unreftrained ema- 
nations of liberty and independence, too frequently indulged 
in by the natives of Britain, were orly to be obliterated by a 
feries of vigilant circum{pe@tion, and prudent demeanor; and 
more efpecially as merchants, as well as artifans, are there 
holden in the loweft degree of eftimation. 

But of all foreigners, then carrying on traffic at the port of 
Canton, the Englith, from the above caules, were pourtrayed in 
the moft unfavourable point of view ; their complaints, how- 
ever juft and notorious, were deemed frivolous and vexatious 5 
and, to prevent their grievances from being made known, 
perfons were forbidden to tranflate them. The fmall number 
of the Englifh who had acquired as much of the Chinefe 
language as to be able to reprefent them, being applied to for 
that purpofe, rendered themfelves obnoxious; and it became 
dangerous for the natives to undertake to teach it. Now 
though a factory had been eftablifhed upwards of a century,— 
yet, for want of an affimilation of manners, fentiments, and 
habits, which facilitate and invigorate commerce ;—on account 
of the vaft pre eminence of rank arrogated by perfons in 
authority, at China, over thofe exercifing any kind of trafficy— 
mercantile concerns were materially impeded, and expofed to 
various impofitions. 

Thus circumftanced, thofe ancient prejudices to ftrangers, 
early imbibed and deeply rooted, operating on the conduct of 
the Chinefe, and reduced, as it were, to a {cience, founded on 
the perfe& ftate of their own civilization, remained in their 
full force; and to reprefs the conduct of their European 
vifitors, as well aS to prevent the contaminating powers of bad 
examples among their own people, orders were iflued that one 
port only fhould be left open for foreign thips ar * 4 
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ftated period, every European was obliged to embark, or quit 
the Chinefe territories, leaving his factory and concerns until 
the return of the fhip the next year. 

(To be continued.) 





FILIAL PIETY: A Srory founded on Fact. 


'LIAL piety is 2 ower of fo very delicate a nature, that 
in we mect but with very few places that can produce its 
and though we frequently hear of parents that ruin themfelves 
for the fake of their children, yet we feldom hear of children 
who do any extraordinary aéts of kindnefs to their parents.— 
Perhaps nature has formed the parental fenfibility of a nature 
infinitely more exquifite than the filial, and for fome wife pur- 
pofe, implanted a much greater fondnefs in our minds for thofe 
we beget and educate, than for thofe by whom we arc begotten 
and educated ourfelves: At leaft, cuftom has firmly eftablifhed 
fuch different fentiments relative to the behaviour of parent 
and child, that it is thought a matter of the higheft praife in 
a wealthy fon to fettlea paltry fifty pounds for life un a diftrefled 
and worthy father ; butan action of little or no merit in a fae 
ther to fettle twenty times the fum upon an indigent fon 
However, I lateiy heard of a remarkable exception tothe fore< 
going pofition, which I flatter myfelf will prove no difagreeable 
relation. 

Aneminent merchant, whofe name I think neceflary to cone 
ceal under that of Watfon, married a moft amiable woman, 
with whom he received a confiderable fortune, and by whom 
he was bleffed in the firft year with a daughter, called Maria : 
Mrs, Watfon, however, unhappily catching a cold during the 
time of her lying-in, did not long furvive the birth of her 
child, but died in about three months after; with her laft 
breath conjuring her hufband to be particularly attentive to the 
welfare of the unfortunate little Maria, 

Mr. Watfon, for two years before his marriage, had been 
connected with a fubtle defigning woman, by whom he alfa 
had a daughter; nor did his having a wife put an end to the 
guilty intercourfe: Under pretence of important bufine(fs, he 
frequently ftaid in town with her a night or two in the weeky 
while Mrs. Watfon was at the country-houfe in Hertforde 
fhire ; and has frequently carried her into the country with 
him, whenever he knew his lady could not conveniently leave 
town. His marriage, in fact, was rather an engagement of 
intereft, 
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intereft, than aunion of inclination ; and Mrs. Watfon’s fore 
tune enabling him to live up to the fummit of his withes, the 
moment fhe was interred, he thought there was no farther ne- 
ceffity for reftraint or difguife. In fhort, fix weeks had {carcely 
elapfed, when he married the abandoned woman | have been 
fpeaking of, and pitched upon the moft profligate of her fex to 
fupply the place of the very beft. 

I hall pafs over the time of Maria’s infancy, when fhe ex- 
perienced little more than the diminutive cruelty of a narrow- 
minded mother-in law, and come at once to that period which 
may be juftly reckoned the moft important of her life. She 
had juft entered on her eighteenth year, and was blooming 
into all the perfe€tion of her fex, when Mrs. Watfon began to 
think of executing a {cheme which fhe had long in agitation. 
She faw Maria treated by every body with the greateft refped, 
and beheld her own daughter, though dreffed out in all the fa- 
fhionable finery of the times, and infinitely more attended to, 
received with a degree of infipid civility that bordered upon 
contempt. The fhameful negleét which Maria experienced 
at home gave a conftant luftre to her merit when abroad; and 
if fhe found no kind of countenance in her own family, the 
met with the higheft in every other place. This wasa 
circumftance which galled Mrs. Watfon to the very foul, and 
being, moreover, fearful that the regard fo univerfally fhewn to 
Maria would be a means of obftru@ting any favourable ad- 
drefles which might be made to her own daughter, fhe took a 
fpeedy opportunity of quarrelling with that unhappy young 
lady ; and being (as the generality of perfons of her principles 
moft commonly are) both mafter and miltrefs of the houfe, 
very fairly turned her out of doors. Maria, however, was 
not deftitute of a protector, though fhe had loft a father.— 
A young gentleman of a good underftanding and a {plendid 
eftate, who had long folicited her favourable opinion, and 
gained it, took that opportunity of prefling for her hand, and 
was made the happieft of men. 

Maria was matried about five years, du:ing which time, 
though fhe had often entreated for a reconciliation, fhe never 
could be admitted to the prefence of her father; when, taking 
up the London Gazette one Saturday evening, fhe met with 
his name among the lift of bankrupts, and in{tantly fainted on 
the floor: She was, however, foon brought to herfelf; when, 
forgetting ina moment how fhe had been turned out upon the 
charity of an inhofpitable world, and expofed to the moft pinch- 
ing poverty and difgrace; how for a feries of years fhe had 
9 been 
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been treated as an alien to her father’s family, and even denied 
the moft trivial neceflaries, while ftrangers were rioting on her 
mother’s fortune ; fhe flew to her hufband, whofe happinefs 
was centered in obliging her, and painting out the miferable 
fituation of her father, obtained his confent to fettle on him 
three hundred a year, out of a fum which he allowed her for. 
pin-money, to alleviate fo diftreffing an incident. With this 
fhe immediately took coach, and proceeded to her father’s : 
The door was now thrown open at her approach; and being 
introduced to the old gentleman’s prefence, they gazed upon 
one another for fome moments, and then burft into a mutual 
flood of tears. , 

Mr. Watfon’s misfortunes had opened his eyes to the 
ftrangenefs of his conduct, and nobody could be more ready 
to condemn it than himfelf. What, then, muft we judge his 
emotions to be, when a daughter, whom he had left deftitute of 
bread, came to offer him a genteel allowance for life ; and the 
fame eyes which he had fteeped in tears of the keeneft diftrefs, 
came to fill his with drops of unutterable joy ? His gratitude 
as a man, his feelings as a father, inftantly rufhed upon his 
foul; he dried his eyes, looked full in his daughter’s face for 
fome moments, then capering about the room with the frenzy 
of a Bedlamite, burf{t afrefh into tears. Suffice it, however, 
that after his affairs were fettled, he retired into the country 
upon this yearly allowance, but did not live long enough to 
enjoy the firft quarter: The mortification of being a banks 
rupt, the confcioulnefls of his family errors, and, finally, the 
very great generofity of his daughter, which was intended to 
fweeten the remainder of his life, proved a means of hutrying 
him to his end; the agitation of his mind threw the gout into 
his ftomach, and he died in Maria’s arms, inthe fiftieth year of 
hisage. His wife and daughter now thought themfelves ut- 
terly undone; but Maria, with a greatnefs of mind peculiar 
to herfelf, in an inftant difpelled their apprehenfions, by a cons 
tinuation of two hundred a year during her life ; and, without 
ever ftooping to hint any thing of their former behaviour, 
told them, that they muft confider it as no compliment, fince 
the looked upon it as an indifpenfable duty, which the ought to 
pay to the memory of her father, 





ORIGIN of the TRADE to the EAST-INDIES, 
SHE trade to the Eaft-Indies was, from the vait diftance 
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to carry it on, the laft of thofe various commercial fhoots which 
{prung from the fertile foil of the adventurous incuftry of Eng. 
land, It was not until 1600, that a company was regularly 
formed, with George Earl of Cumberland at thcir head, and 
215 Knights, Aldermen, and merchants, in the lift of pro- 
ptietors. They had been encouraged to this undertaking 
rather by the fuccefles of the Portuguefe and of the Dutch, 
than of their countrymen; fince the only Englith voyage 
hitherto attempted to thofe parts, and executed by Captain 
James Lancafter, had been fingularly unfortunate. 

He had failed in 1591, with three fhips, on a privateesing, 
yather than a mercantile account, tothe Eaft Indies. A ficke 
nefs, which affailed his crew near the Cape of Good Hope, 
obliged one fhip to return homeward ; another, with Captain 
Raymond, or Riman, was feparated ina ftorm beyond the 
Cape, andheard of no more _Lancafter’s fhip alone reached 
the coaft of Malabar. Nothing fucceeding which he at- 
tempted in the eaft, he quittcd thofe fhores, and failed to the 
Wett-Indies ; bue thither his ill-fortune purfued him. Going 
on fhore with a party to fearch for provilions on an unknown 
iiland, thofe on board bafely abandoned him, and left him, and 
moft of their comrades, expofed to hunger and wretchednefs, 
Three years elapfed before the unfortunate Captain, with a 
ew of his men, whom famine had fpared, could find their way 
back to England. 

The charter, which was renewable at the end of fifteen 
years, and which actually exifted through various viciffitudes 
until 1708, when ie funk into that of the * United Company 
of Merchants trading to the Eaft-Indies,” was much on the 
plan of that which was renewed toward the clofe of the eigh- 
teenth century. The Governor and Deputy-Governor, the 
twenty-four DireCtors, annually ele€ted and formed into Com- 
mittees, the allowance of time for the payment of cuftoms, 
the re-exportation of Indian merchandife atter it has paid the 
duty, and almoft all the other conditions of the charter, have 
been handed down * Literatim et verbatim,” from the adven- 
turous merchants of Elizabeth’s ichool to their fortunate and 
opulent fucceflors, 

The firtt {tock of a company, doomed in future time to 
govern a country more extended, better peopled, and poflefled 
of more and richer commodities and treafures than the Roman 
empire at its greateft pitch of fplendour, was only 72,0001. 
And their firft fleet contitted of four large fhips, under the 
conduct of the fame Captain Lancaiter, whole dilafters in the 
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eaft had been repaired hy a fortunate and lucrative expedition 
to the coaft of Brafil. 





Defeription of the celebrated Well of Saint Winifrede, at 
Holywell. 


N the fide of a hill at Holywell, ten miles from St. Afaph, 

in North Wales, ftands the famous well of St. Wini- 

frede, whofe {pring almoft exceeds credibility, as it is calculated 

to throw up twenty-one tons of water every minute, and is 
certainly the fineit in thefe kingdoms. 

In times of Romifh fuperftition, hiftory acquaints us that 
this was the refort of pious and noble pilgrims, who had great 
faith in its miraculous healing powers; and if we caft our 
eyes up td the arched roof above the well, ample teftimony 
now remains, that fome, even in our own days, have ex- 
perienced the efficacy of its virtues ; one inftance of which 
comes within prefent memory. I well remember, when a 
fchool-boy, wantonly teafing a poor man, who had, by a fevere 
cold, loft the ufe of his limbs, and had two crutches. The 
expence of his maintenance many years on the parifh, at laft 
induced the overfeers to fend him to Holywell, to try the effects 
of that furprifing well ; and, however fingular it may appear, 
before two months had elapfed, he returned, leaving one 
crutch behind. The next feafon he renewed his vifit, and came 
home with a ftick, leaving his other crutch; fince which 
period he has provided for himfelf, without the alms of the 
parith. 

Bifhop Fleetwood has written a volumeon the legend of 
St. Winifrede, whofe head being cut off by Prince Cradocus, 
we are told was miraculoully re-united by the holy prayers of 
St. Bruno. It is faid the {pring of water inftantly flowed from 
the {pot to which the head rolled, 

During the reign of pilgrimages, nothing but a corn mill 
of two, the property of monks, found employ for this bene= 
ficial ftrceam—How great the contraft now? Here are feveral 
manufatories of confiderable importance, belonging to the 
cotton twift company, which, while they render the ftream 
lefs tranquil, afford employment to hundreds of poor people, in 
both the town and neighbourhood, There is little doubt but 
that this town will, ina few years, be by far the greatcft in 
Wales ; the inhabitants are now calculated to be 5396 fouls. 

Vou. XXX, 25 Upon 
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Upon the ftream of the faid well is the copper and brafs 
work which fupplies the principle of motion to the great 
variety of mechanical force here employed, The works 
belonging tothe Anglefea companies are, in fact, a continua- 
tion of the fame proceffes that are carried on at the Paris 
mountain, The works occupy a large extent of ground. 
The refined copper is received from Swanfea, &c. in folid 
blocks or pigs, then pafles between large iron rollers, which 
reduce it to a thicknefs to be applied to.a variety of purpofes, 
Here are likewife corn-mills worked by this ftream, and the 
banks are likely to be cavered with works partaking of its 
benefits down to the level of the fea, which is a mile in length, 
Here is likewife a {mall coin of halfpenny and penny pieces in 
circulation, with the druid’s head ftamped upon them, and 
made current by the company. 

Above the well ftands the church, dedicated to St. Wini- 
frede; alitele beyond which is a hill called Bryn Caftle, which 
is narrow and rather fteep on the fides, projefting at the end 
over the little valley. It is rather fingular that in Doomf- 
day-book no mention is made of either the chapel, church, or 
well, though townhhips of leis note are named, tuch as Brune 


ford, &c. 





CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 


| From the Travels of Count Stolberg, through Germany, Swif- 
ferland, Italy, and Sicily. ] 


A? we approached the {mall town of Rheinmagen, we met, . 
on a high narrow fhore at the foot of a {till higher hill, 
a folemn proceffion, in honour of St. Apollinarius, The 
prieft and the holy sed banner were followed by the crowd, 
finging : Boats glided along the ftream, each bearing its own 
enfign, and. relounding with the fame chorus, 

We fmiled, when we were told that thefe good people were 
on a pilgrimage to the remains of the faint; interred, as they 
fuppofed, on a neighbouring hill; for a fortnight betore, we 
had met thele very remains ina like fclewin proceflion at 
Duffeldort. No wonder that thefe two communities fhould 
difpute the honour of pofleiiing the faint; when fo lately two 
municipalities, in France, would have made ferocious war on 
each other, for the remains of Voitaire ; had not one taken his 
body, and the other bis heart. 

The 
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The heart of Voltaire !—Oh you who laughat the fimpli- 
city of the peafants of the Rhine, who devoutly chaunt their 
hymns to the memory of a worthy man! You whoftrain at a 
gnat, and {wallow a camel! You who cannot forgive the 
fanatici(m of implicit faith! What fay you to an aflembly of 
legiflators, that decrees a niche in the new temple of the gods 
to the man who, while he lived, wandered from country to 
country, refpeQing neither the religion nor the manners of any, 
of them! who, in his Candide, ridiculed the Providence of 
God, and to whom virtue was a jeft? 


The Margrave of Badenis abfent, on a vifit to the uplands 
of his principality. He is univerfally ranked among the beft of 
the Princes of Germany, 


Counfellor Bockmann has very kindly fhewn us his inftru- 
ments, for the promoting of mechanical and experimental 
difcoveries ; and explained their ufes. He poffeffes a large 
aftronomical clock, conftru@ted by the reverend paftor Hahn; 
which not only contains the commen divifions of time, but 
has likewile divifions of ten, of a hundred, and of a thoufand 
years. ‘The {peétator contemplates with pleafure the con- 
trafted quick motion of the fecond hand, and the thoufand 
year hand ; which turns on a fmall dial plate, not larger than 
that of a Parifian watch, The progrefs of the latter in fifty 
yearsis very fmall; fo that iis motion is imperceptible. The 
ten, hundfed, and thoufand year hands, are nota mere difplay of 
the art of the maker: They are of great ufe; for, on the 
Jarge dial plate, which contains all the lefler, the globes are 
déicribed, and the progrefs of the ftars denoted : So that the 
hands, by their combining motions, difplay the variations, 
pofitions, and appearances, of the earth and the heavenly 
bodies. 





fn ANECODOT E. 


HAT celebrated charater, William Earl of Mansfield, 

for many years Lord Chief Juftice of the Court of 

King’s Bench, had read with critical accuracy, and with a 

penetrating eye, the important book of human, life, and was 

very (kilful in probing the heart of man. He could develope 

ftratagem, however artfully concealed under the cloak of 
bypocrify.or diffimulation. 
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In the Tufcan code of laws promulgated and eftablifhed 
with fome fuccefs by the late Emperor of Germany, when 
Duke of Tufcany, we learn, that certainty of punifhment, 
after the guilt of the perpetrator of a crime had been fully 
ptoved, contributed forcibly and confiderably to the prevention 
of ‘crimes. Lord Mansfield feems to have coincided in this 
opinion generally, and particularly when the very dangerous 
crime of forgery in a commercial ftate became the ferious 
fubje& of difcuffion, Not a life of unfpotted integrity 
previous to the commiffion of a fingle crime could fave Robert 
Perreau, the favourite companion of fome, and the excellent 
apothecary to many, noble families. By honeft induftry and 
uncommon diligence in his medical profeffion he had acquired 
fomething like a competency, but like too many vain and 
afpiring mortals, he muft move in a different {phere, and gaina 
Jarge fortune in the banking-line. Deluded and deceived by 
a brother, and by a moft artful woman—a forgery was come 
mitted, and his life paid the forfeit to the laws of his country. 
The interceffions of the great did not weigh in the balance 
which the Chief Juftice held in the Council, Forgery is a 
ftab to commerce, ard only to be tolerated ina commercial 
nation when the foul crime of murder is pardoned. 

A few years afterward, Dr. Dodd’s fentence for a fimilar 
crime of forgery became the ferious fubjeét of debate in a 
high circle. Great intereft was made to mitigate the 
fentence ; but the ftrong expreffion of the Chief Juftice is 
faid to have precluded mitigation, which, according to general 
report, was to the following effe&t: * If Dr. Dodd does not 
fuffer the juft fentence of the law, the Perreaus may be faid to 
have been murdered !” 





Hiftorical Anecdotes of London Bridge. 
[From « An Hiftory of the principal Rivers of Great Britain.” ] 


if Be year of the foundation of London Bridge is not 
afcertained by antiquarian fagacity, but it appears to 
have been built between the years 993 and 1016, fince, in the 
firft of them, Unlaf the Dane, according to the Saxon Chro- 
nicle, failed up the river as far as Staines ; and in the Jatter, 
Canute, King of Denmark, when he befieged London, caufed 
a channel to ve formed on the fouth fide of the Thames about 
Rotherhithe, for conveying his fhips above the bridge. If 
any 
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any credit is to be given to the traditionary account of the 
origin of the ancient wooden bridge, given by Bartholomew 
Linftead, the laft Prior of St. Mary Overy’s convent, Lon- 
don is indebted for this ftruQure to that religious houfe. Stow 
feems to be of this opinion; but the perfons who continued 
his work allow no other merit to the monks of this convent, 
than that they gave their confent to the erection of the bridge, 
on receiving a fufficient recompence for the lofs of the ferry 
by which they had been fupported ; and that this conjecture 
is not without foundation, appears from the appropriation of 
lands for the fupport of London Bridge, at fo early a period 
as the reign of Henry], In the year 1136, it was confumed 
by fire; and in 1163, it wasin fuch a ruinous ftate as to be 
rebuilt, under the infpeCtion of Peter, curate of St. Mary 
Colechurch, in London, who was celebrated for his knowledge 
in the fcience of archite€ture. 

At length, the continued and heavy expence- which was ne= 
ceflary to maintain and fupport a wooden bridge becoming bur- 
denfome to the people, who, when the lands appropriated for 
its maintenance proved inadequate to their object, were taxed 
to fupply the deficiencies, it was refolved, in the year 1176, to 
build one of ftone, a little to the weft of the other, and this 
ftru&ture was completed in the year 1209. ‘The fame archi- 
te&t was employed, who died four years before it was finifhed, 
and was buried in a beautiful chapel, probably of his own con 
ftru@tion, dedicated to St. Thomas, which ftood on the ninth 
pier from the north end, and had an entrance from the river, 
as well as the ftreet, by a winding ftaircafe. Inthe middle of 
it was a tomb, fuppofed to contain the remains of its architect. 
But though fo much art and expence were employed in build- 
ing the bridge with ftone, it fuffered very much from a fire in 
the ftreets at each end of it; fo that from this accident, and 
other circumftances, it was in fuch a ruinous condition that 
King Edward I. granted a brief to the bridge-keeper, to afk 
and receive the benevolence of his fubje@&s through the kings 
dom towards repairing it. 

It would be equally irkfome and unneceflary to enumerate 
all the cafualties which befel London Bridge, till the corpoe 
ration of London came to the refolution, in 1746, of taking 
down all the houfes, and enlarging one or more of its arches, 
to improve the navigation beneath it: But it was ten years 
before this refolution was carried into effect. The {pace oc- 
Cupied by the piers and fterlings of this bridge is conliderably 
greater than that allowed for the paflage of the water; fo o_ 
half 
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half the breadth of the river isin this place entirely ftopped, 
But inftead of making reparation, the whole ought to have 
been removed, as a very magnificent ftructure might have been 
erected, at a much lefs expence than has been employed in 
maintaining the prefent nuifance to the river, and difgrace of 
thecity. ‘The laft alteration coft near 100,000]. and without 
an{wering its principal objet, which was to diminifh its fall 
[the fallof what ?] at the ebbing of the tide, and confequenly 
toleflen the danger of a paflage which has proved a watery 
grave to fo many people. 

This vaft work appears to have been founded on enormous 
piles driven clofely together: On their tops were laid long 
planks, ten inches thick, ftrongly bolted ; and on them was 
placed the bafe of the pier, the lowermoft ftones of which are 
bedded in pitch, to prevent the water from damaging the work: 
Around the whole were the piles which are called the fterlings, 
defigned to ftrengthen and preferve the foundation: Thefe 
contracted the {pace between the piers in fuch a manner, as to 
occafion, atthe return of every tide, a fall of five feet, ora 
number of cataracts full of danger, and, as they have proved, 
of deftru€tion. This ftruéture has been fliled, by ancient 
writers, the wonder of the world, the bridge of the world, and 
the bridge of wonders 5 and how well it deferved this pom- 
pous character wiil be feen from the defcription of its form 
and condition, previous to that alteration to which it owes its 
prefent appearance. 

The Thames, inthis part of it, is 915 feet broad, which is 
the length of the bridges The ftreet that covered it cone 
fifted, before the houfes fell to decay, of lofty edifices, built 
with fome attention to exterior regularity : It was ¢wenty feet 
wide, and the buildings on either fide about twenty-fix fect in 
depth. Acrofs the middle of the ftreet ran feveral lofty 
arches, extending from fide to fide, the bottom part of each 
arch terminating at tbe firft ftory, and the upper part reaching 
near the tops of the houfes ; the work over the arches extends 
ing in a ftraight line from fide to fide, They were defigned 
to prevent the buildings from giving way; and were there= 
fore formed of {trong timbers, bolted in the correfponding 
woodwork of the houtcs that flanked them. ‘Thus the ftreet 
on the bridge had nothing to diftinguith it from any narrow 
ftreet in the city but the high arches juft defcribed, and three 
openings, guarded with iron rails, which afforded a view of 
the river. But the appearance from the water baffles all dee 
fcription, and difplayed a ftrang: example of curious defore 
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mity. Nineteen unequilateral arches, of different heights and 
breadths, with fterlings increafed to a monftrous fize by fre» 
quent repairs, ferved to fupport a range of houfes as irregular 
as themfelves; the back part of which, broken by hanging 
clofets and irregular projections, offered a very difgufting obs 
jet; while many of the buildings overhung the arches, fo as 
to hide the upper part of them, and feemed to lean in fuch a 
manner as to fill the beholder with equal amazement and 
horror. 

In one part of this extraordinary ftrycture, there had for 
merly been a draw bridge, which was ufeful by way of dee 
fence, as well as to admit (hips tothe upper part of the river, 
and it was guarded by atower. It prevented Fauconbridge, 
the baftard, from entering the city in 1471, with his armed 
followers, on the pretence of liberating the unfortunate Henry 
from his imprifonment in the Tower. It alfo checked, and 
indeed feemed to annthilate, the ill-condu&ted infurreétion of 
Sir Thomas Wiatt, in the reign of Queen Mary. In the times 
of civil diffenfion, which rendered this kingdom a continual 
feene of turbulence and bloodihed, this tower was employed 
to expofe the heads of traitors; and an old map of the city, in 
1597, reprefents this building as decorated with a fad and 
numerous exhibition of thems But though the paflage over 
the bridge is very much enlarged and improved, and torms a 
very handfome communication between the city of London and 
borough of Southwark, we cannot but lament, as if the 
miferable contrivance of the bridge itfelf were not a fufficient 
impediment to the navigation, that the four arches, which have 
been folong occupied by an engine to fupply the neighbours 
hood with water, {till continue to be incumbered with it. 





Ox th MUTABILITY, of LANGUAGES, 
By Dr. Bearrie. 


LL living languages are liable to change. The Greek 

and Latin, though compofed of more durable materials 

than our’s, were fudject to perpetual viciffitude, till they ceafed 
tobe fpoken. ‘The former is, with reafon, believed to have 
been more ftationary than any other; and indeed a very pare 
ticular attention was paid to the prefervation of it; yet, bee 
tween Spenfcr and Pope, Hocker and Sherlock, Raleigh and 
Smollet, a difference of dialect is not more perceptible, than 
between 
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between Homer and Appollonius, Xenophon and Plutarch, 
Ariftotle and Antoninus. In the Roman authors, the change 
of language is ftill more remarkable. How different, in this 
refpect, is Ennius from Virgil, Lucilius from Horace, Cato 
from Columella, and even Catullus from Ovid! The Laws 
of the Twelve Tables, though ftudied by every Roman of 
condition, were not perfectly underftood, even by antiqua- 
rians, inthe time of Cicero, when they were not quite four 
hundred years old. Cicero himfelf, as well as Lucretius, 
made feveral improvements in the Latin tongue. Virgil in- 
troduced fome new words; and Horace afferts his right to the 
fame privilege; and, from his remarks upon it, appears to 
have confidered the mutability of living languages as an im- 
poffible thing. 

It were vain then to flatter ourfelves with the hope of per- 
manency to any of the modern tongues of Europe ; which, 
being more ungrammatical than the Latin and Greek, are ex- 
pofed to more dangerous, becaufe lefs difcernible, innovations, 
Our want of tenfes and cafes makes a number of auxiliary 
verbs neceflary, and to thefe the unlearned are not attentive, 
becaufe they look upon them as the leaft important parts of 
language, and hence they come to be omitted or mifapplied in 
converfation, and afterward in writing. Befides, the {pirit of 
commerce, manufaéture, and naval! enterprife, fo honourable 
to modern Europe, and to Great Britain in particular, and the 
free circulation of arts, fciences, and opinions, owing, in part 
to the ule of printing, and to our improvements in navigation, 
muft render the modern tongues, and efpecially the Englifh, 
more variable than the Greek or Latin. 





REFLECTIONS. 


HE man whofe general condu&t is founded on that broad 

bafis of morality, “* Donot to another what you would 

not with done to yourfelf,” need not fear, even though the 
tabernacle of his fleth thould diffolve. 

Never be weary of enquiry, efpecially in very important 
matters, but fearch after the truth as for an invaluable treafure: 
As the bee gathers honey as well from the cowflip as the rofe, 
fo a prudent man may gather inftruction from the moft trifling 
occurrences of life. 

A proud rich man is more contemptible than the meaneft of 
all God’s works, 

ro) Extract 
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Extratt from ‘* Injunthons concerning the Clergy, by 
Queen Elizabeth,” 1559. 


O manner of prieft, or deacon, fhall take to his wife any 

manner of woman without the advice and- allowance 

firft had, upon good examination, by the Bifhop of the fame 

diocefe, and two Juftices of Peace of the fame thire, dwelling 

next to the place where the fame woman hath made her moit 
abode before marriage. 





An ANECDOTE, 
V HEN the buft of Garrick, of* which there are a 


great number of copics, was firft made, one of ther 
was fent as a prefent to Foote. Foote placed it onhis bu- 
reau, and was ceunting fome money before it, when Garrick 
entered the room. ‘ So Foote,” fays Garrick, “ you are 
not 2fraid that my head fhould form any defigns’ againit your 
money 2”* © No, Davy,” anfwered Foote, “ for your bead 
has no hands,” 





4 SPECIMEN of ORTHOGRAPHY. 


THIS is to give notis that on wenfdy the fecond day of this 

it inftant auguft (oa ill Difpofed parfon or parfons Riped 
and tared the palid gate at the uper end of place garding or 
nufrey agoyning the turnpike Rode and went threw the fame 
2nd ftole apels broake the grafs and did other damige to 
Richard § whoeaver will give notis of the offendir or 
offendirs fo as the may be brot to Juftis for the fame thal! 
receve haf a Ginne reward. and if more then wan confarned 
if ether wan will confes he fhal be acuted and receve as above 
reward. 

aguft §h, 1797+ 
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“nfwer, by } Muller, of Ply outh, to re Gidsey sRebu ’ rtea 
Fu é20. 


Bee td: is the brave hero’s name, 
OF whom moft men have heard the fame. 
Vou, XXX, “1 VA 
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*+* We have received the like anfwer from W.: and T. 
Maddick, of Rattery; W. Brock, of Evercreech; W. Ren- 
nels, of Barnftaple; S. Hill, of Dawlifh; Adonis, of Lewef- 
ton; A. Stephens, junior, and J. Thomas, junior, of Truro; 
J. Barrett, ot St. Veep; W. Sherwell, of Modbury; Thomas 
Bullock, of St.Columb; Oedipus, of Yeovil; T. Whicker, 
of Exon; N. Coles, junior, of Crediton; and I, Salter, of 
Broadclift, 








Anfwer, by G. Harrifon, Funior, of Eaft Coker, to the Rebus, 
inferted July 31. 


OARE is the correfpondent’s name, 
Which you intended, Sir, to frame, 
Whoin Dean Prior doth refide, 
Where dwelleth many a pretty bride. 


++ We have received the like anfwer from Oedipus, of 
Yeovil ; Leonora; J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; W.and T. 
Maddick, of Rattery; W. Sherwell, of Modbury; Thomas 
Whicker, of Exon; S. Hill, and J. Bowbeer, of Dawlith; 
I. Salter, of Broadclift; T. Bullock, of St. Columb; Noah 
Coles, junior, of Crediton, in Devonfhire; and Metallicus 
Columbienfis. 


A -REBUS, by J. D. of Syaling. 


N inftrument of mufic find; 
An ancient prophet ca!! to mind; 
‘The fonof Neptune who, ’tis faid, 
With human flefh his horfes fed; 
Of Venus next a title tell ; 
A King that by his own fon fell ; 
A paffion, Sirs, which I deteft, 
Which ne’er fhould reign within the breaft ; 
A bird well known to this apply ; 
Laftly, a poet’s name defcry : 
The initials join’d will make appear 
A month feleécted from the year; 
"Twas in this month that I began 
To be that helplefs thing call’d man. 


3 POETRY. 
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IRREGULAR STANZAS to HOPE. 


OPE! thou fupporter of the foul.of man 
Under his foreft, moft malign diftrefs. 
5, Thy virtues let my fancy fean, 
Borne on thy wings fhall my imagination roam, 
And bear untoits native home, 
Ideal fcenes too rich tor words t’ exprefs. 
Over my frame thy friendly empire keep, 
Nor let my eyeat fickle fortune weep. 


Scarce has bright reafon, like a morning ftar, 
Iliuamin’d with its orient rays the mind, 
Ere yet the paffions have their reign began, 
‘To form the temper, or difgrace the man, 
Wien hope, with light’ning ttep, initinCtive darts 
Acrofs the intellect, and leaves behind 
A foft im preflive influence, which aids it far 
Into futurity’s immenfe to rove, 
Anticipate with rapture diftant hours of love, 
And all that fum of blifs, the fruitof mutual love-fraught hearts, 
Still o’er my frame thy friendly empire keep, 
Nor let my eye at fickle fortune weep. 


-o =~ we WM « eH 


When on Clariffa’s bofom leans 
Her melting Henry (bound i’ th’ filken cords 
OF tyrant love’s firft foft impreffion), 
Imploring confidence in dove like ftrains, 
jut as a flave before his harden’d tords, 
A pardon craves for {ome minute tranfgreffion ; 
’ Tis then to heal the feft’ring wounds of grief, 
Thou fly’it to his relief, 
Affuring thou thine empire ftill will keep, 
Nor fufter him at love’s diffembling frowns to weep. 


When o’er the houfelefs wafte immers’d in fhow, 
The ftern production of a winter’s day, 
The affrighted traveller has loft his way ; 
When other virtues fail to be of ufe, 
And courage, fortitude, determination, 
Ceafe to difplay their death-defying creft, 
What folace brings to his diftracted breaft ? 
Say, is it not fair hope’senliv’ning glow 
Which furnifhes his mind with confolation ; 
Bids him his fetter’d reafon to unloofe ; 
Over his frame its friendly influence keeps, 
And wipes the eye which o’er misfortune weeps. 





Ox 
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Or when the ploughmen of the deep are tofs’d 
High on the pinnacle of each proud wave, 
No guardian angel nigh to fave, 
And all the boafted pow’rsof man are loft; 
When Ifght’ning’s flahh, and thunders fhake the tkies, 
And every {cheme which danger could devife 
Has fail’d t? accomplihh the defired end ; 
When nightly horror chillseach human foul, 

And o’er the reftlefs bark the mountain furges roll; 
When ocean’s God no longer proves a friend ; 
Lo! thro’ the fable cloud heart-cheering hope appears, 

Brightens the profpect, diffipates their fears, 
And on the ruins of pale woe, a fairer fabric rears! 


When in life’s declining ftage 
Feeble nature finks with age, 
And keen reflection, fcrutinizing pow’r! 
Surveying paft events, anticipates the hour 
Of diffolution, whofe fierce arrows brunt the frame, 
Tis thine to ftill the mind, and help it dare 
With courage the fharp fangs of fell de{pair ; 
Tis thine, and thine alone, to guide and to dire& 
Our views an immortality to expect. 
Eternal honours to thy facred name! 
For ever o’er my foul thine empire keep, 
Nor fuffer me at fortune’s frowa to weep. 


But ceafe my tirefome mufe thy rugged lays, 
_ Unftring thy dull-ton’d lyre—for who can praife 
In terms but half fublime enough 
That richeit gift of God to mortal man, 
Hope, his fupport while ftruggling thro’ the vale 
Of human life; 
Tho’ oft-times rough, 
At moft afpan, 
Pilgrimage of joys and ftrife, 
Fleeting as morning dew, or tranfient as a tale. 


Literary Club, Taviftock, March 9; 1797. 








To CONTEN T. 


H fweet content! fair virtue’s gucft! 
Dear fov’reign balm of cank’ring woe! 
Come lodge within my youthful breatit, 
And bid my heart with joy o’erflow ! 
Whilft pafling thro’ life's boift’rous fea, 
Let heav’n-born virtue be my guide ; 
And refignation’s placid ray 
Support until the waves fubfide! 
Come, and thy blilsfal fmiles impart, 
Bid my impaffion’d foul to ceate ; 
Come pour thy magic o’er my heart, 
And bring thedawn of facred peace 
Exeter, July 339 1797+ j 
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